
The New Liturgy of the Revised Roman Missal  
Liturgical Minute – Advent 4 
The Fourth Week of Advent 

 
The liturgy of the four weeks of Advent first directed our attention to the future second coming of 
Christ, and the need for repentance and preparation.  Scripture readings invited us to be on guard, to 
watch, to be ready, to prepare.  As we begin the fourth week of Advent, the nearness of the 
Christmas Season calls us to re-experience the joy of Christ's first coming -- the joy of his birth -- the 
incarnation of the Word.  Yes -- if there is one word that fits the Christmas season it is "joy,” the joy of 
the incarnation – the birth of Jesus:  "Joy to the world, the Lord is come -- Let earth receive her King." 
 
The ultimate Kingship of Christ is depicted in the Advent Wreath.  While purple, the color of 
penance, correspond to the liturgy of the first two weeks of Advent, the same color purple, the color 
of kings, corresponds to the liturgy of the fourth week, when we especially anticipate the birth of our 
King – in a humble manger. 
 
This entrance of God into the world – as one of us – is the event that towers over the whole history of 
mankind.  It is the beginning of the fulfillment of prophecy found throughout the Hebrew Scriptures of 
the Old Testament.   
 
A study of Hebrew Scriptures reveals this prophecy -- fulfilled by Jesus.  In Isaiah 7:14, the prophet 
proclaimed that "the Lord himself will give you this sign: a virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, 
and shall name him Emmanuel (meaning "With us is God").  In Matthew 1:23, St. Matthew declares 
the fulfillment of this prophecy through Mary, a virgin, who gave birth to Jesus (a Hebrew name that 
in first-century Judaism meant "God saves").  Jesus is also the forever with us "Emmanuel" from 
Isaiah – the Christ child becomes the risen Jesus who declared, "Be not afraid – I am with you 
always, until the end of time."  This promise...is the true, ultimate joy of Christmas. 
 

 


